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To  The  Chairman  and  Members 

of  The  Huntingdonshire  County  Council. 

My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  County  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1947. 

It  is  regretted  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  present  the  report 
earlier,  but  the  additional  work  thrown  on  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department,  occasioned  by  the  preparation  of  the  proposals  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  has  inevitably  had  repercussions. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  the  most  severe  winter  condi- 
tions for  many  years  were  experienced,  falls  of  snow  and  extremely 
low  temperatures  were  responsible  for  very  trying  conditions.  Later 
when  the  thaw  replaced  the  frost  widespread  floods  occurred, 
resulting  in  considerable  damage  and  distress. 

During  the  year  the  former  American  Army  Hospital  at 
Diddington  was  equipped  and  re-opened  as  the  No.  6 Polish 
General  Hospital.  It  was  intended  by  the  authorities  that  this 
hospital  should  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Polish  communities 
in  the  surrounding  Counties  but  it  soon  became  apparent  that  it 
had  a very  much  wider  catchment  area,  cases  being  admitted  from 
an  area  extending  to  the  east  as  far  as  the  Essex  coast,  as  far  west 
as  the  Severn,  as  far  north  as  Northumberland,  and  to  the  coast 
in  the  south. 

The  hospital  consequently  became  exceptionally  busy  with  the 
maternity  block  outstandingly  so,  and  as  the  Registrar-General  did 
not  treat  events  in  this  Maternity  hospital  as  transferable,  calcula- 
tion of  the  Birth  Rate  on  his  figures  gives  the  phenomenal  rate  of 
32.7  per  1,000  population.  In  order  to  arrive  at  a Birth  Rate 
figure  comparable  with  that  of  previous  years  it  has  been  necessary 
to  deduct  from  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  the 
number  of  births  that  occurred  in  this  Hospital. 

Estimation  on  this  basis  gives  a Birth  Rate  of  20.7  per  1,000 
population  for  1947,  maintaining  the  upward  trend  of  the  Birth 
Rate  for  the  last  six  years. 

A further  decrease  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  from 
128  in  1946  to  89  in  the  present  year  is  most  gratifying. 
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The  Death  Rate  remains  fairly  constant,  although  the  figure 
of  12.3  for  1947  shows  a slight  increase  on  12.1  for  the  previous 
year  and  is  somewhat  higher  than  the  rate  of  12.0  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  most  prevalent  common  infectious  disease  during  the 
year  was  Measles,  of  which  there  were  no  fewer  than  1,310  cases; 
fortunately  the  epidemic  was  not  of  a virulent  form  and  no  deaths 
occurred.  There  were  fewer  cases  of  Pneumonia  than  in  the 
preceding  year. 

Only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year. 
The  benefit  of  the  prolonged  and  continuous  campaign  for  the 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  of  children  between  the  ages  of 
0-15  years  is  now  being  made  manifest  in  the  decreasing  prevalence 
of  this  disease.  The  response  to  this  immunisation  campaign  con- 
tinues to  improve  and  the  estimated  “ protected  ” child  population 
continues  to  increase,,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  had  reached 
68.5%  compared  with  66.8%  in  the  previous  year. 

In  the  widespread  epidemic  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile 
Paralysis)  Huntingdonshire  was  affected  in  common  with  other 
Counties.  A total  of  8 cases  was  reported,  giving  an  attack  rate 
of  13.1  per  100,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  18  per  100,000  of  the  population,  so  that  the  County 
suffered  less  severely  than  the  country  as  a whole. 

As  regards  Tuberculosis  a slight  decrease  was  recorded  in  the 
number  of  cases  notified,  this  being  so  for  both  pulmonary  and 
non-pulmonary  types  of  case  alike.  While  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
this  decrease,  whether  or  not  any  significance  can  be  deduced  from 
it  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  report  on  the  activities  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  in 
the  north  of  the  County  is  not  without  interest.  The  response  was 
exceptionally  good  and  far  surpassed  expectations  based  on  the 
response  in  other  areas.  As  regards  school  children  over  9 years 
of  age  the  response  was  91%,  a particularly  high,  outstanding 
achievement.  An  analysis  of  the  results  shows  that  only  3 cases 
were  newly-discovered  of  which  number  one  had  for  some  time 
been  very  suspicious  of  her  condition  but  had  not  consulted  a doctor, 
while  a second  although  giving  a Huntingdonshire  address  did  not 
m fact  live  within  the  area.  The  results  in  fact  confirm  that  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  medical  practitioners  and  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Department  are  providing  a truly  efficient  and 
effective  service  in  that  area. 
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Due  recognition  must  be  given  to  services  rendered  by  the 
Home  Teacher  of  Mental  Defectives  who  despite  her  arduous, 
exhausting  and  apparently  profitless  type  of  work,  continued  her 
labours. 

The  position  generally,  so  far  as  hospital  accommodation  is 
concerned,  became  even  more  acute  during  the  year.  The  primary 
reason  for  this  being  shortage  of  nursing  staff. 

The  fact  that  Displaced  Persons  suffering  from  infectious  con- 
ditions and  living  in  camps  with  no  means  of  isolation,  and  who 
must  therefore  of  necessity  have  priority  in  admission  to  Sanatoria 
or  other  hospitals,  does  not  improve  the  position  so  far  as  vacancies 
for  our  own  patients  is  concerned. 

Whether  or  not  the  new  improved  service  conditions  and 
increased  remuneration  for  nurses  will  result  in  an  increasing  flow 
of  student  nurses  to  the  hospitals  remains  to  be  seen.  Personally, 
I feel  that  nurses  (hospital  nurses,  district  nurses,  health  visitors) 
are  not  held  in  sufficiently  high  regard  by  the  public  who  by  and 
large  are  unaware  of  the  nurses’  training  and  experience. 

It  is  essential  that  the  right  type  of  girl  should  be  attracted  to 
the  nursing  profession,  one  who  is  intelligent  and  physically  in 
sound  health,  with  a pleasing  countenance  and  cheerful  manner, 
one  who  possesses  initiative,  is  self  reliant  and  not  afraid  of  res- 
ponsibility, one  who  is  sympathetic,  but  not  unduly  emotional,  one 
who  has  a sense  of  duty,  is  conscientious  -and  a responsible 
individual.  The  frivolous,  glamourous,  irresponsible  type  of  girl  is 
not  the  type  for  nursing.  This  does  not  mean  that  nurses  need,  or 
for  that  matter  do  look,  unattractive,  far  from  it,  in  fact  most  of 
them  are  extremely  attractive,  more  so,  indeed,  than  many  of  their 
counterparts  outside  hospital. 

The  entry  to  the  nursing  profession  should  be  held  to  be  on  a 
par  with  entry  to  College,  and  girls  taking  the  matriculation 
examination  should  be  encouraged  to  look  upon  it  as  such. 

Staffing  difficulties  have  arisen  as  a result  of  the  acute  housing 
situation,  medical  officers,  dentists,  health  visitors  and  district 
nurses  have  all  suffered.  It  must  be  acknowledged,  however,  that 
some  housing  authorities  have  made  every  possible  effort  to 
co-operate  as  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  98  / 46 
but  this  co-operation  is  now  even  more  necessary  if  all  the  residents 
in  the  County  are  to  derive  full  benefit  from  the  health  schemes 
which  the  Local  Health  Authority  have  proposed  to  establish. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  increasing  quantity  of  milk  that  is 
being  produced.  As,  however,  samples  of  milk  show  an  increasing- 
percentage  below  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations,  and  even  “ Appeal  to  the  Cow  ” samples  show  the 
same  deficiency,  the  question  arises  as  to  whether  or  not  quantity 
is  being  encouraged  at  the  expense  of  quality. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I record  my  thanks  to  the  voluntary 
helpers  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  for  their  valuable  assistance 
throughout  the  year. 

It  remains  for  me  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  forbear- 
ance, and  to  the  members  of  my  staff,  medical,  dental,  nursing  and 
clerical  for  their  excellent  work  and  continued  support  throughout 
the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  S.  BUCHANAN, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health , 


November,  1948. 


AREA  AND  POPULATION 

Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  233,985 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  56,206 

Population  (estimated  mid- 1947)  ...  ...  61,540 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  civilian  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General 
for  mid- 1947  was  61,540.  This  is  an  increase  of  1,040  on  the 
estimate  for  1946.  The  natural  increase  (excess  of  live  births  over 
deaths)  in  the  population  was  513. 
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Births 

The  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  representing  the 
number  of  births  occurring  in  the  County  include  a number  of 
births  which  took  place  at  the  No.  6 Polish  General  Hospital, 
Diddington.  It  has  therefore  been  necessary  to  deduct  the  number 
of  births  occurring  at  this  Hospital  from  the  total  for  the  County 
to  give  a figure  comparable  with  previous  years. 


The  birth  rate  for  the  year  shows  an  increase  from  20.0  per 
1,000  in  1946  to  20.7  in  1947.  This  compares  with  a rate  of  20.5 
for  England  and  Wales. 


The  number  of  illegitimate  births  has  again  fallen  from  128 
(10.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  births)  in  1946  to  89  (7.5  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births)  in  1947. 


Deaths 

The  death  rate  for  1947  was  12.3  per  1,000  of  the  population 
as  compared  with  12.1  for  1946.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  12.0. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  36.2  shows  an  increase  on  the 
figure  for  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  birth  rates  and  death  rates 
of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  of  England  and  Wales  for 
the  past  five  years  : — 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1943 

1944 

1945  1946 

1947 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Urban  Districts 

16.3 

19.7 

19.9 

18.6 

19.8 

11.9 

11.6 

11.5 

11.6 

11.4 

Rural  Districts 

16.9 

20.5 

18.7 

21.5 

21.5 

12.7 

13.8 

12.6 

12.6 

13.2 

County  of  Huntingdon 

16.6 

20.1 

19.2 

20.0 

20.7 

12.4 

12.8 

12.1 

12.1 

12.3 

England  and  Wales  ... 

16.5 

17.6 

16.1 

. 

19.1 

20.5 

12.1 

11.6 

11.4 

11.5 

12.0 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Registrar-General’s 
Figures,  (SD  30; 


Excluding 
Events  at  No.  6 
Polish  General  Hospital 


SD  30 A;  SD  55) 

Diddingto; 

n 

Males  Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

T otal 

Births 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

...  973  906 

1879 

588 

594 

1182 

Illegitimate 

69  65 

134 

42 

47 

89 

Total  Births 

...  1042  971 

2013 

630 

641 

1271 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  population  ... 

32.7 

20.7 

Still  Births  . . . 

...  ...  ... 

48 

28 

Still  birth  rate 

per  1,000  total  births 

23.3 

21.6 

Deaths 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

Death  rate  in — 

Urban  Districts 

Rural  Districts 
County  of  Huntingdon 

England  and  Wales 

Maternal  Deaths — 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  and 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

From  other  causes 


111 

758 

11.4 

11.4 

13.8 

13.2 

12.6 

12.3 

12.0 

12.0 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

1 

Infant  Deaths — 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year 
of  age  per  1,000  births — 


Legitimate 

...  26.6 

33.0 

Illegitimate 

...  52.2 

78.1 

Total  death  rate 

...  28.3 

36.2 

The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  Heart  Disease 
230,  Cancer  124,  Intracranial  lesions  67,  Bronchitis  33,  Tuberculosis 
(pulmonary)  13,  Pneumonia  27. 


TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AND 


Cause  of  Death  at  Different 
Periods  of  Life 

Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  5 

5 and  under  15 

15  and  under  45 

45  and  under  65 

65  and  upwards 

1.  Tvphoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

1 



1 

1 



— 

2.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

— * 



— 



’ 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

-» 

— 



— 

’ 

4.  Whooping  Cough 







— 

1 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

1 

* 

1 

1 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 
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7.  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

■ 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

■ 

— 

9.  Influenza 



— 

9 

10.  Measles 



* 

‘ 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 

encephalitis 





3 

* 

— — - 

12.  Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

* 

1 

12 

1 

. 

13.  Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  Oesaph  (M.) 

Uterus  (F.) 

• 

1 

— 



7 

5 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

— 



— 

— 

11 

16 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

— 

2 

6 

8 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

• 

— 

— 

5 

18 

43 

17.  Diabe'tes 

’ 

— 

— 

1 

3 

18.  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

■ 

— 

— 

10 

57 

19.  Heart  Disease  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4 

24 

202 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

■ 



— 

— 

2 

27 

21.  Bronchitis 

3 



— 

3 

27 

22.  Pneumonia 

7 

1 

1 

— 

7 

11 

23.  Other  Respirator^  Diseases  ... 

■ 

1 

* 

2 

4 

1 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

• 



5 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

4 



— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

26.  Appendicitis 

1 

• 

1 

— 

1 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

2 

8 

28.  Nephritis 

• 

— 

■ 

1 

7 

9 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis  ... 

— • 

— 

• 

2 

1 

* 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

• 

— 



31.  Premature  Birth 

19 

* 

— • 

— 

32.  Con.  Mai.  Birth  Injuries,  Infant 

Diseases 

16 

i 



— 

2 



33.  Suicide 

— 

■ 

2 

3 

1 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

— . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

4 

4 

1 

5 

5 

6 

36.  All  Other  Causes 

1 

2 



11 

8 

78 

1 

Totals  All  Causes 

57 

11 

7 

54 

130 

518 

IN  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON,  1947 


Urban 

Districts 

Rural 

Districts 

Totals 

G 

O . 
T3  Q 

bn. 

.5  2 

4-» 

G 

G 

w 

i-H 

<U 

4-> 

co 
< D 

JZ  . 

gG 

O!  H-. 

O 

o 

Q 

i 

s 

HH 

W 

Q 

2 

CO 

4~> 

O 

CD 

£ 

4-j 

m 

1 

Q 

2 

CD 

co 

£ 

03 

G 

O 

S . 

■ tT 

o 

G 

O 

T3 

.£  G. 

G G 

G 

K 

| 

q 

00 

CD 

> 

4— > 

CO 

q 

c n 

4-> 

o 

OJ 

£ 

■G 

tn 

CO 

CO 

O 

O . 

gO 

5-1 

O 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— • 



— 



1 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

. 

— 



— - 

— • 

- 

— 



1 

— • 

— . 

— . 



' 

— • 

— • 

— 

1 

— 



. 

. 

. 



— . 

— ■ 

— 



13 

1 

. 



i 

1 

2 

3 

3 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— • 

— • 

— 

1 

1 

— • 

— < 

1 

i 

1 

■ 



. 

. 



— ■ 

— • 

1 

— 

— 

10 

— 

1 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

2 

— . 

— 

— ■ 

— • 

— ■ 

* 









— * 





, 



, 

— 

— 

— . 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— • 



— • 

— • 

1 

• 

— ■ 

12 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

— 

30 

5 

1 
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2 
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5 
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3 

16 

1 

1 
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2 

1 

2 

66 

8 
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— . 

— 



1 

2 

■ — 

— • 

1 

— 

67 

7 

2 

3 

4 

9 

4 

8 

14 

12 

4 

230 

16 

9 

11 

11 

25 

34 

29 

54 

22 

19 

29 

1 
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1 

4 

1 

3 

11 

9 

3 

33 

4 
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3 

9 

1 
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12 

11 

17 

16 
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71  l 

30 

28 

59 

74 

77  1 

98 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Laboratory  Facilities 

The  former  arrangements  remain  unchanged  whereby  general 
pathological  investigation  is  undertaken  in  the  pathological  labora- 
tory at  the  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough,  and  in  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge.  This  latter 
laboratory  also  furnishes  a team  which  is  available  for  the  investiga- 
tion in  the  field  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases. 

All  laboratory  investigation  connected  with  tuberculous 
patients  (sputum,  laryngeal  swabs,  urine,  etc.)  is  undertaken  by  the 
laboratory  at  the  Papworth  Sanatorium. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

No  alterations  in  the  existing  ambulance  facilities  within  the 
County  occurred  during  the  year. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  Service  is  not  undertaken  by  the  County  Public  Health 
Committee  but,  as  in  former  years,  an  efficient  service  has  been 
provided  throughout  the  County  by  the  Voluntary  Nursing 
Associations. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
Infant  Welfare  Centres 

No  new  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  opened  during  the  year, 
but  the  18  Centres  already  established  continued  to  function.  The 
total  attendances  by  children  at  these  Centres  numbered  12,075 
during  the  year,  7,208  by  infants  under  one  year,  the  remaining 
4,867  by  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years.  These 
figures  show  an  improvement  on  the  figures  of  the  previous  year. 
At  these  Centres  individual  advice  and  also  occasional  group  talks 
and  demonstrations  are  given  to  mothers  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
but  so  far  no  organised  lectures  have  been  delivered.  Immunisation 
against  diphtheria  is  part  of  the  routine  work  undertaken  in  these 
centres. 

At  many  of  these  Centres  the  Ministry  of  Food  products  of 
cod  liver  oil,  vitamins  and  orange  juice  are  available,  but  the  take 
up  is  not  particularly  good. 
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Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 


lit  Visits 

Subsequent 

lit  Visits  Subsequent 

T otal 

County  Centres 

0-1  year 

0-1  year 

1-5  years 

1-5  years  Attendances 

Brampton 

22 

119 

— ■ 

123 

264 

Buckden 

24 

130 

3 

209 

366 

Bythorn 

8 

23 

2 

34 

67 

Elton 

34 

115 

7 

219 

375 

Fenstanton 

15 

48 

4 

119 

186 

Great  Staughton 

6 

50 

3 

90 

149 

Huntingdon  and 

Godmanchester 

123 

1205 

29 

683 

2040 

Kimbolton 

16 

89 

21 

221 

347 

Ramsey 

59 

192 

40 

186 

477 

St.  Ives 

95 

586 

52 

409 

1142 

St.  Neots 

77 

823 

25 

467 

1392 

Somersham 

35 

129 

21 

128 

313 

Spaldwick 

10 

56 

.6 

103 

175 

Warboys 

27 

198 

17 

124 

366 

Wistow 

12 

25 

4 

36 

77 

Yaxley 

24 

138 

6 

142 

310 

Voluntary  Centres 

Old  Fletton 

145 

2462 

18 

1061 

3686 

Sawtry  ... 

23 

65 

7 

248 

343 

JL  w L Ci/u  J V ti  F f L L/  C / (/  / 

Attendances  at  all 

755 

6453 

265 

4602 

12075 

Centres 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 

The  former  arrangements,  whereby  the  ante-natal  and  post- 
natal examinations  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  are  carried 
out  by  their  own  medical  practitioners,  have  continued.  These 
examinations  are  carried  out,  by  arrangements  between  the  doctor 
and  the  patient,  either  in  ante-natal  clinics  in  premises  provided  by 
the  County,  at  the  doctor’s  surgery  or  in  the  patient’s  own  home, 
according  to  which  is  the  most  convenient. 

Ante-Natal  examinations  ...  ...  ...  1081 

Post-Natal  examinations  ...  ...  ...  355 

Consultant’s  Clinics 

Weekly  clinics  are  held  on  Saturday  mornings  in  the  Out- 
Patient  Department  of  the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon,  by  the 
County  Consultant  Obstetrical  and  Gynaecological  Surgeon,  to 
which  medical  practitioners  are  free  to  refer  any  case  in  which  the 
Consultant’s  opinion  is  required. 
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Beds  are  available  in  the  hospital  and  any  case  requiring 
operative  treatment  is  admitted  and  the  necessary  operation  per- 
formed by  the  Consultant.  Medical  practitioners  have,  generally 
speaking,  taken  full  advantage  of  the  Consultant’s  services. 

The  County  Consultant  Paediatrician  holds  monthly  clinics  in 
the  Huntingdon  Infant  Welfare  Centre  to  which  cases  are  referred 
both  by  medical  practitioners  and  by  Infant  Welfare  Medical 
Officers. 

Maternity  Hospital  Service 

The  institutional  accommodation  for  maternity  cases  remains 
as  in  previous  years.  Paxton  Park  Emergency  Maternity  Home, 
by  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Health,  admits  cases  from  the 
southern  part  of  the  County,  while  by  arrangement  with  the  Soke 
of  Peterborough  County  Council  cases  from  the  north  have  been 
admitted  to  St.  John’s  Hospital  and  later  to  The  Gables  Maternity 
Home  when  it  was  opened. 

The  large  demands  for  hospital  beds  continued  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  the  demands  were  met,  however,  towards  the 
late  summer  when  the  parties  of  expectant  mothers  from  the 
London  area  ceased  to  arrive,  the  accommodation  situation  at 
Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home  was  eased  somewhat.  Expectations 
that,  with  the  war  years  behind  us,  a start  would  be  made  on  the 
proposed  maternity  block  at  the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon, 
have  so  far  not  been  realised  despite  the  urgent  need. 

Admissions  to  Paxton  Park — 

Huntingdonshire  patients  ...  ...  175 

London  patients  ...  ...  ...  373 

Admissions  to  St.  John's  Hospital , Peterborough — 
Huntingdonshire  patients  ...  ...  87 

Admissions  to  The  Gables  Maternity  Home , 

Peterborough — 

Huntingdonshire  patients  ...  ...  37 

Premature  Infants 

No  alterations  have  been  made  to  the  existing  provisions  for 
the  care  of  premature  infants  within  the  County.  This  provision 
was  made  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  20/44  and  consists  basically  of  special  portable 
cots  complete  with  the  necessary  equipment  and  specially  devised 
oxygen  units  placed  at  strategic  centres  in  the  County. 
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The  number  of  babies  recorded  during  die  year  as  having  a 
birth  weight  of  5|-  lbs.  or  less  was  43. 


Ophthalmic  Work 

Only  one  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during 
the  year. 

The  County  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  holds  regular  clinics  in 
Huntingdon  and  Old  Fletton  and  cases  referred  for  operative  treat- 
ment are  admitted  to  beds  in  the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon, 
where  he  undertakes  the  necessary  treatment. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  ophthalmic  work  under- 
taken : — 

Huntingdon  Old  Fletton 


Number  of  new  cases  ...  ...  12  4 

Number  of  old  cases  ...  ...  34  10 

Number  of  attendances  ...  65  15 

Total  number  of  cases  in  which 

spectacles  were  prescribed  ...  14  4 


Maternity  and  Midwifery  Services 

The  routine  non-medical  supervision  of  the  midwives  is  under- 
taken by  the  County  Superintendent,  who  reports  that  the  high 
standard  of  efficiency  of  former  years  has  been  maintained. 

During  the  year  arrangements  continued  whereby  local 
District  Nursing  Associations  were  responsible  for  the  domiciliary 
midwifery  service  in  the  County  on  an  agency  basis.  Although 
several  nurses  were  off  duty  for  long  periods  due  to  illness,  the 
service  was  fully  maintained. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  establish  an  extra  district  because  of 
increased  midwifery  and  maternity  work  at  Wyton  and  Up  wood 
Aerodromes.  This  district  is  supervised  directly  by  the  County 
Nursing  Association. 

There  are  now  18  District  Nursing  Associations  employing  24 
Nurse-Midwives,  while  3 Relief  Nurse-Midwives  are  employed  by 
the  County  Nursing  Association  to  relieve  during  holidays,  sickness, 
etc. 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  work  of  the  District  Nurse- 
Midwives  during  the  year  : — 


Number  of  cases  attended  as  Mid  wives 
Number  of  cases  attended  as  Maternity  Nurse 
Number  of  Midwifery  cases  in  which  medical  aid 
was  called  in  by  Midwife 
Number  of  attendances — Midwifery  cases  ... 
Number  of  attendances — Maternity  cases  ... 
Number  of  general  nursing  attendances 
Number  of  other  attendances 


509 

353 

150 

9028 

7037 

21978 

9930 


Analgesia 

Four  Midwives  undertook  the  Special  Course  in  Analgesia  and 
all  were  successful  in  obtaining  the  Certificate. 

Thus,  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  14  Nurse-Midwives 
with  the  necessary  qualifications,  all  of  whom  were  provided  with 
the  apparatus. 

Health  Visiting 

It  was  necessary  as  a result  of  the  shortage  of  staff  for  each 
Health  Visitor  to  undertake  more  work  than  she  could  normally 
be  expected  to  perform,  but  despite  this  a high  standard  of  work 
was  maintained. 

In  the  routine  visiting,  attendances  at  clinics  and  in  under- 
taking special  investigations  they  displayed  unbounding  energy  and 
were  apparently  indefatigable.  Their  contribution  towards  the 
health  and  welfare  not  only  of  the  mother  and  child  but  to  the 
community  as  a whole  is  immeasurable  and  worthy  of  higher 
recognition  than  is  commonly  afforded. 

In  addition  to  their  attendance  at  various  clinics,  the  total 
number  of  home  visits  paid  was  12,915,  which  included  6,195  visits 
to  children  under  one  year,  6,522  to  children  between  the  ages  of 
one  and  five,  and  198  visits  connected  with  special  investigations. 

As  a result  of  the  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  difficulty 
was  encountered  in  obtaining  trained  Health  Visitors.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  two  posts  for  Health  Visitor-School  Nurse  were  vacant. 

Dental  Treatment 

The  Senior  Dental  Officer  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ Dental  inspection  and  treatment  for  nursing  and  expectant 
mothers  and  pre-school  children  continues  to  be  available  not  only 
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at  the  five  main  Clinics,  but  also  in  the  outlying  villages  when 
Dental  Officers  are  visiting  the  Schools.  It  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  more  of  the  younger  mothers  are  attending  and  it  will  be 
noted  that  the  number  of  extractions  and  consequently  the  number 
of  dentures  is  declining ; whilst  the  number  of  fillings  and  scalings 
is  increasing. 

“ Mothers  are  slowly  beginning  to  realise  the  importance  of 
sound,  clean,  healthy  mouths  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  members  of  the  County  Nursing  Service  this 
knowledge  will  be  increased  and  eventually  all  expectant  mothers 
will  be  made  dentally  fit.” 

Summary  of  dental  work  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1947  : — 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  : — 


Attendances 

...  477 

Inspections 

86 

Extractions 

...  321 

Fillings 

...  116 

Other  Operations 

...  329 

Dentures  supplied 

50 

(for  32  pa tiei 

Repairs  to  Dentures 

2 

Local  Anaesthetics 

88 

General  Anaesthetics 

24 

Children  under  5 years — 

Attendances 

45 

Fillings  ... 

17 

Extractions 

12 

Local  Anaesthetics 

9 

General  Anaesthetics 

1 

Other  Operations 

• • • • • • 

23 

Orthopaedic 

The  County  Orthopaedic  arrangements,  fully  described  in  the 
previous  report,  remain  unchanged.  Statistical  tables  which  sum- 
marise the  attendances  at  the  Surgeon’s  and  Sister’s  Clinics  appear 
later  in  the  report. 


Institutional  Accommodation 

As  in  previous  years  Riverlea  Residential  Nursery,  Godman- 
chester,  and  Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home,  St.  Neots,  established 
and  maintained  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under  the  provisions 
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of  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme  and  administered  by  the 
County  Council  Public  Health  Committee,  continued  to  function 
throughout  the  year. 

The  Ante-Natal  Hostel,  Shortsands,  St.  Neots,  established  and 
administered  in  a like  manner  to  the  two  institutions  previously 
mentioned,  continued  to  function  until  the  16th  July,  1947,  when  it 
was  closed  down,  arrangements  having  previously  been  made  to 
accommodate  expectant  mothers  from  London  in  the  Paxton  Park 
Maternity  Home  Annexe. 

Riverlea  Residential  Nursery,  Godmanchester 

The  accommodation  in  this  Nursery  for  25  children  under  the 
age  of  3 years  remains  unchanged,  the  accommodation  being 
primarily  for  cases  referred  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  For  some 
considerable  time  now  the  demands  for  accommodation  from  this 
quarter  have  become  increasingly  smaller  and  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  had  virtually  ceased. 

The  existing  arrangement  whereby  the  County  Council  are 
permitted  to  utilise  vacant  beds  to  accommodate,  under  certain 
circumstances,  children  of  unmarried  mothers  has  continued.  This 
permits  the  mother  time  to  adjust  herself  to  her  new  responsibilities 
and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  meet  them. 

The  average  length  of  stay  in  such  cases  is  approximately  six 
months. 

The  available  accommodation  in  Riverlea,  in  addition  to 
meeting  the  requirements  of  this  type  of  case,  was  sufficient  to 
accommodate  those  babies  in  the  Nursery  at  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution,  and  accordingly  these  babies  were  transferred  in  March. 

This  Residential  Nursery  is  accepted  as  a Nursery  Nurses’ 
training  establishment  and  as  such  has  included  on  its  establish- 
ment six  nursery  nurse  students.  The  excellent  results  obtained  by 
trainees  in  the  Nursery  Nurses’  examination  fully  justifies  the  reten- 
tion of  the  Nursery  as  a training  school,  and  providing  that  the 
necessary  arrangements  can  be  made  by  the  Education  Depart- 
ment for  further  academic  education  for  the  pupils,  no  difficulty 
will  arise  in  its  retention  as  such. 


Ante-Natal  Hostel,  Shortsands,  St.  Neots 

This  hostel,  the  function  of  which  was  to  admit  expectant  s 
mothers  from  the  London  area  for  a period  of  rest  and  ante-natal 
supervision  prior  to  their  transfer  to  Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home 
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for  their  confinement,  continued  to  function  until  the  16th  July, 
after  which  date  the  patients  were  accommodated  in  the  converted 
Paxton  Park  Annexe. 

The  heavy  falls  of  snow  in  the  winter  and  the  floods  following 
the  thaw  in  the  spring  caused  dislocation  and  interruption  of  trans- 
port and  finally  resulted  in  the  isolation  and  marooning  of  the 
hostel.  As  a natural  consequence  difficulty  was  encountered  in  the 
transfer  of  patients  to  Paxton  Park,  but  by  the  application  of  some 
ingenuity  and  by  resorting  to  unorthodox  methods  of  transport,  all 
transfers  were  accomplished  with  one  exception  and  in  this  case  the 
delivery  was  safely  conducted  in  the  hostel. 

The  difficulties  were  not  confined  to  the  transfer  of  patients ; 
failure  of  supplies  of  gas  and  electricity  throughout  the  district 
added  to  the  distress  and  endangered  food  supplies.  It  was  only  by 
the  exercise  of  considerable  initiative  and  improvisation  that  the 
hostel  was  maintained  as  a functioning  unit. 

Throughout  the  most  difficult  period,  the  behaviour  of  the 
patients  was  exemplary  and  exceedingly  co-operative. 

During  the  seven  months  that  the  hostel  was  open  some  198 
patients  were  admitted.  These  patients  all  received  the  usual 
instruction  in  mothercraft,  in  rug  making  and  design,  and  were 
given  any  necessary  assistance  in  the  making  or  knitting  of  babies 
garments. 

The  Resident  Medical  Officer  at  Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home 
continued  to  undertake  the  ante-natal  supervision  of  these  patients 
in  the  hostel  and  also  gave  the  necessary  supervision  to  those  local 
expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  ante-natal  clinic  established 
on  the  premises. 

With  the  ever  decreasing  demands  for  accommodation  for 
London  patients  it  became  evident  that  the  hostel  having  served  its 
purpose  would  soon  become  redundant,  and  after  due  consideration 
of  this  and  other  relevant  factors  it  was  decided  to  close  this  hostel 
down,  making  alternative  accommodation  available  in  the  Annexe 
at  Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home.  This  transfer  was  made  on  16th 
July,  1947. 


Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home,  St.  Neots 

The  total  number  of  admissions  during  the  year  numbered 
548,  of  which  373  were  London  area  cases  and  175  Huntingdon- 
shire cases. 
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Of  the  total  number  admitted  to  this  Maternity  Home  8 cases 
were  transferred  to  other  hospitals ; one  case  on  account  of 
Puerperal  Insanity  the  remaining  seven  cases  on  account  of  com- 
plicated labour. 

Pre-natal  treatment  for  associated  heart  disorder,  epilepsy, 
pyelitis  and  cystitis  was  necessary  in  1 1 cases. 

Among  the  deliveries  in  the  Maternity  Home  there  were  13 
breech  presentations  and  12  forceps  deliveries,  six  following  surgical 
induction,  while  in  6 cases  manual  removal  of  the  placenta  was 
necessary.  Other  cases  in  which  abnormality  arose  were  : — 

25  cases  of  Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy. 

3 cases  of  Placenta  Praevia. 

3 cases  of  Ante-partum  Haemorrhage. 

One  case  admitted  from  the  district,  as  an  emergency  admis- 
sion, arriving  in  a moribund  condition,  resulted  in  the  one  maternal 
death  that  occurred. 

Babies  deaths  numbered  9 in  all,  of  which  5 were  due  to 
prematurity,  1 to  pneumonia,  2 to  intra-cranial  haemorrhage  and 
1 to  malformation. 

Other  figures  of  statistical  interest  are  : Still  births  2,  twin 
births  6 and  premature  births  24. 

Difficulty  in  maintaining  the  nursing  staff  became  even  more 
acute  than  in  former  years,  and  in  consequence  all  the  available 
beds  could  not  be  utilised. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

A statistical  record  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the 
year  appears  in  a tabulated  form  later  in  the  report.  A total  of 
1,660  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  to  the  District 
Medical  Officers  during  the  year  compared  with  429  in  1946. 


Measles 

A general  survey  reveals  that  the  most  prevalent  disease 
occurring  during  the  year  was  Measles,  of  which  some  1,310  cases 
were  notified.  No  deaths  from  this  disease  were  recorded.  The 
incidence  was  wide-spread,  throughout  both  urban  and  rural 
districts  alike. 
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Whooping  Cough 

Whooping  Cough  came  next  in  order  of  prevalence  with  182 
notified  cases,  this  being  almost  double  the  number  notified  in  the 
previous  year.  This  disease  also  had  a wide  distribution,  but  the 
urban  areas  of  Godmanchester  and  Huntingdon  and  the  rural  areas 
of  Norman  Cross  and  St.  Neots  suffered  comparatively  little,  while 
St.  Ives  Borough  had  no  cases  whatsoever. 

Whoopmg  Cough  was  responsible  for  one  death,  that  of  a 
child  under  1 year  of  age.  At  present  the  evidence  as  regards  the 
efficacy  of  immunisation  against  this  disease  is  not  conclusive. 

Scarlet  Fever 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  numbered  55  with  no 
deaths,  compared  with  48  cases  and  one  death  the  previous  year. 

Pneumonia 

Notifications  of  pneumonia  numbered  52  as  against  68  in  1946. 
but  whereas  in  1946  only  17  deaths  occurred  as  a result  of  this 
disease,  deaths  numbered  27  in  the  present  year. 


Diphtheria 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria 
was  recorded  during  the  year. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

In  common  with  many  other  parts  of  the  country,  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  occurred  m Huntingdonshire  m the  late  summer 
months.  Altogether  there  were  8 cases  in  the  County,  with  no 
apparent  link.  The  distribution  was  as  follows  : Ramsey  Urban 
District  5,  Norman  Cross  Rural  District  1,  St.  Ives  Rural  District 
1,  and  Huntingdon  Rural  District  1. 

Fortunately  infection  m most  cases  was  of  a mild  form  and 
there  were  no  fatalities,  although  some  degree  of  paresis  occurred 
in  one  or  two  cases. 

The  establishment  of  an  Orthopaedic  Unit,  to  which  these 
cases  were  transferred  after  the  initial  infectious  stage  had  passed, 
allowed  rehabilitation  and  re-education  of  the  affected  limbs  to  be 
instituted  at  an  early  stage.  There  is  the  possibility  that  “ missed  ” 
cases  may  subsequently  be  recognised  when  they  later  present 
themselves  on  account  of  some  deformity. 
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Smallpox 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
practice  was  continued  whereby  all  Smallpox  contacts — civil  and 
Service  personnel  returning  to  the  County  from  abroad — were  kept 
under  surveillance  during  the  incubation  period. 


As  regards  vaccination  the  following  summary  indicates  the 
response  to  this  compulsory  type  of  preventive  medicine. 


Number  of  Certificates  of 
Successful  Primary  Vaccina- 
tion of  Children  under  14 
received  by  the  Vaccination 
Officers  during  the  Calendar 
Tear  1947 
755 


Number  of  Statutory  Dec- 
larations of  Conscientious 
Objection  actually  received 
by  the  Vaccination  Officers 
irrespective  of  the  dates  of 
birth  of  the  children  to  which 
they  relate,  during  the  Calen- 
dar Tear  1947 
398 


Typhoid 

Two  cases  of  Typhoid  occurred,  one  in  a Displaced  Persons 
Camp  in  St.  Ives  Rural  District  and  the  other  in  St.  Neots  Rural 
District. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  the  year  the  following  children  were  immunised  : — 


Number  who  completed 
course  of  Primary 
Immunisation 
Under  5 5—14 

635  65 


a full  Number  who  were  given 
a Secondary  or  Reinforcing 
Injection 

T otal 

700  160 


The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  Diphtheria  Immunisa- 
tion state  within  the  County  of  children  up  to  the  age  of  15 

years — : 
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Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensaries  during  the  year  1947. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Dr.  E.  M.  Kingsley  Pillers,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  in  clinical 
charge  of  the  Tuberculosis  Service,  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ The  Tuberculosis  Service  has  been  maintained  during  1947 
at  an  efficient  level.  The  number  of  beds  in  Sanatoria  for  early 
and  advanced  cases  available  in  1947  did  not  satisfy  the  demand. 
This  was  particularly  bad  in  advanced  cases  as  Papworth  only  took 
very  early  cases.  Advanced  cases  were  refused  admission  and  it 
was  impossible  to  obtain  vacancies  in  other  Sanatoria  in  the  country 
owing  to  the  same  situation  everywhere.:  This  caused  great  anxiety 
as  many  of  these  cases  were  parents  of  young  children  and 
the  cottages  in  the  rural  cases  being  so  small  that  isolation  was 
impossible.  This  situation  became  steadily  worse  as  the  year  pro- 
gressed. One  of  the  greatest  problems  has  arisen  in  connection 
with  squatters  in  this  County  who  have  positive  sputum. 

“ Two  Chest  Clinics  are  available  in  Huntingdonshire  for 
clinical  and  diagnostic  purposes.  One  at  the  County  Hospital  serves 
the  south  of  the  County,  whilst  the  other,  established  two  years  ago 
at  Fletton,  serves  the  North,  which  is  partly  industrial. 

“ The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  was  45.  In  addition  there  were  12  transferred  from 
other  areas.  Table  “ A ” shows  corresponding  figures  for  the  three 
previous  years  for  comparison  : — 

Table  A. — Pulmonary 

1944  ...  59 

1945  ...  50 

1946  ...  52 

1947  ...  45 

“ The  number  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases  notified 
during  1947  was  15.  In  addition  2 were  transferred  from  other 
areas.  Table  “ B ” shows  yearly  comparison  figures  for  these  noti- 
fications : — 


Table  B. — Non-Pulmonary 

1944  ...  34 

1945  ...  13 

1946  ...  24 

1947  ...  15 
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“ Two  non-pulmonary  cases  were  notified  by  death  only.  The 
total  number  of  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  notifications  in- 
cluding the  posthumous  notifications  was  62. 

“ The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis 
was  15.  In  addition  there  was  one  transferable  death  from  the 
Registrar  General’s  list.  Table  “ C ” shows  figures  for  the  previous 
three  years. 

Table  C. — Deaths 

1944  ...  32 

1945  ...  22 

1946  ...  27 

1947  ...  15 

“ Nine  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  as  “ recovered  ” 
during  the  year  and  21  removed  to  other  areas. 

“ The  number  of  definite  cases  on  the  register  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  was  211  and  at  the  end  231. 

“ Both  notifications  and  death  figures  show  a slight  fall  com- 
pared with  last  year. 

“During  the  year  76  clinics  were  held,  51  at  the  County 
Hospital  and  25  at  Old  Fletton.  Attendances  at  both  clinics  have 
been  good.  The  total  for  one  year  is  558.  Table  “ D ” shows  the 
number  of  attendances  for  the  previous  three  years. 


Table 

D. — Clinics 

1944 

249 

1945 

313 

1946 

576 

1947 

558 

“ 68  new  cases  were  seen  at  the  Chest  Consultant’s  clinics  and 
68  suspects.  59  new  cases  were  seen  at  the  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer’s  clinics  and  98  suspects.  A total  of  166  new 
suspects  had  their  names  placed  on  the  register  in  1947.  The 
number  of  new  contacts  was  79.  X-rays,  sputum  tests  (direct  smear 
and  culture)  and  bronchoscopy,  where  necessary,  are  carried  out  in 
early  cases  as  aids  to  complete  investigation  of  suspected  tuber- 
culosis. 
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“ The  number  of  X-ray  examinations  performed  during  the 
year  was  486.  The  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital  carried  out 
159  X-ray  examinations  and  Papworth’s  X-ray  Department  327. 
Table  “ E ” shows  the  figures  for  the  previous  years. 


Table  E, — X-rays 

Papworth 

Peterborough 

1944 

400 

41 

1945 

207 

81 

1946 

331 

149 

1947 

327 

159 

‘ Mass  Radiography.  The  north  of  the  County  came  under 
survey  during  the  year,  that  is  to  say  young  persons  and  adults 
in  Old  Fletton  U.D.  and  Norman  Cross  R.D.  were  invited  to 
present  themselves  for  mass  radiography  and  all  school  children 
in  these  areas  over  the  age  of  nine  years.  The  response  amongst 
the  latter  was  excellent.  About  90%  availed  themselves  of  the 
offer  and  no  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  found.  Four  adults,  of 
whom  only  one  was  known  to  the  Tuberculosis  Department,  were 
discovered  to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  One  of 
these  knew  of  the  fact  but  had  not  contacted  a doctor.  The  follow- 
ing is  a report  on  the  survey  held  in  Peterborough  from  16th  April, 
1947  to  14th  June,  1947  : — 

Type  of  Survey  : Factory  personnel,  general  public  and  school 

children  over  9 years  of  age. 

Percentage  response  : Factory  64%  Schools  91% 


Summary  of  work  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Numiber  of  miniatures  taken 

1348 

1475 

2823 

Number  of  large  films  taken 

18 

20 

38 

Number  of  clinical  examinations  ... 

7 

4 

11 

Number  referred  to  Dispensary 

3 

3 

6 

Results  in  cases  referred  for  examination 

at  Dispensary. 

Active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Number  requiring  Sanatorium  treatment 

2 

1 

3 

Number  requiring  Domiciliary  treatment 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

4 

30 


(3  of  these  cases  were  newly  discovered 
and  2 had  positive  sputum) 

Inactive  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Requiring  Dispensary  observation 
N on-Tub erculous  conditions 
Pulmonary  fibrosis 
Results  in  other  persons  clinically 
examined  by  the  Medical  Director  but 
not  referred  to  Dispensary. 

Inactive  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Tuberculous  conditions. 

Basal  fibrosis 

Case  awaiting  classification 


1 1 
1 1 


3—3 

1 — 1 

1 1 

1 1 2 


“ 42  sputum  tests  were  carried  out  at  Papworth  and  culture 
on  special  media  made  in  the  case  of  all  negative  results.  This 
process  often  reveals  bacilli  even  when  absent  from  a direct  smear 
and  is  effective  especially  where  it  is  a question  of  arrested  or 
quiescent  disease  in  the  lungs. 

“ 4 urine  tests  were  undertaken  for  suspicious  genito  urinary 
tuberculosis  and  3 blood  counts  were  performed. 

“ 3 shelters  were  issued  for  domiciliary  treatment  during  the 

year. 


“ The  County  Tuberculosis  domiciliary  services  are  dependant 
on  the  local  Red  Cross  Units  and  we  have  been  able  to  obtain 
some  bed  clothes  on  loan,  including  rubber  accessories,  also  mattress 
from  the  Flood  Relief  Fund. 

“The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Tuberculosis  paid  407 
domiciliary  visits  to  patients  during  the  year,  197  of  these  were  to 
notified  cases,  21  were  suspected  of  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and 
10  were  cases  which  were  being  kept  under  observation  until 
definitely  diagnosed.  There  were  179  contacts.  The  previous  year 
362  total  visits  were  made  to  patients  in  their  homes. 

“The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  paid  818  domiciliary  visits 
during  the  year,  511  of  these  being  to  pulmonary  cases  and  30  to 
non-pulmonary  cases.  37  suspects  were  visited  and  42  observation 
cases.  164  contacts  were  visited  at  home  and  34  special  visits,  e.g. 
to  Haemoptysis  cases,  advanced  cases  awaiting  removal,  etc.,  were 
paid. 


31 


“ The  number  of  patients  receiving  treatment  in  Sanatoria 
during  1947  was  54.  The  number  of  cases  of  noil-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  receiving  treatment  in  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
was  8.” 


Abstract  relating  to  Huntingdonshire  patients  treated  at  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centres. 


Cambridge 

Peterborough 

1947 

1946 

1947 

! 1946 

x X N Ltl  1 X VJ  v 1 vJ  X LI  cl  o ol  1 o cl  cell  L V v i til  Xvl  x tilt/  111  o t 

time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from — 

Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre  ... 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal 

Total  ... 

2 

5 

20 

4 

19 

8 

12 

40 

4 

15 

36 

27 

23 

60 

55 

B. — Attendances  of  all  patients  ... 

281 

180 

1044  , 

1304 

WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

The  welfare  of  the  blind  is  undertaken  by  the  Huntingdon- 
shire Society  for  the  Blind.  The  Secretary  of  the  Society  has 
kindly  provided  the  figures  and  substance  for  this  section. 


On  December  31st  there  were  107  blind  persons  on  the 
Register  of  the  Society  and  26  under  observation.  Many  of  the 
latter  attended  regularly  at  the  County  Council’s  Eye  Clinics. 

The  Secretary  and  Home  Teacher  paid  823  visits  for  social 
and  instructional  purposes. 

Pensions  from  voluntary  sources  received  by  blind  persons 
were  : — 


Gardener’s  Trust  for  the  Blind 
Royal  Blind  Pension  Society 


1 person 
5 persons 
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38  blind  persons  received  domiciliary  allowances  from  the 
County  Council.  These  allowances  are  additional  to  the  Blind  Old 
Age  Pension  payable  at  the  age  of  40. 

During  the  year  17  new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register. 

There  were  4 cases  transferred  into  the  County  and  3 cases 
transferred  out. 

9 cases  were  removed  from  the  Register  as  deceased. 

6 blind  persons  out  of  a possible  10  have  registered  at  the 
Labour  Exchange  under  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act, 
1944. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  of  the  17  new  cases  registered 
during  the  year  only  5 were  under  70  years  of  age ; and  the  12  over 
70  had  not  been  blind  for  any  length  of  time,  in  every  instance  they 
had  sought  advice  or  been  persuaded  to  seek  it  when  sight  began 
to  fail. 

In  this  small  County  voluntary  service  in  the  interests  of  blind 
welfare  is  outstanding;  Youth  Clubs,  Red  Cross,  Women’s  Volun- 
tary Service,  Women’s  Institutes,  the  Rotary  Club,  Toe  H,  and 
other  organisations  maintain  an  unflagging  interest  in  this  work. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

All  attempts  to  find  vacancies  in  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions 
during  the  year  were  without  success.  On  the  31st  December  there 
were  27  cases  in  institutions  or  on  Licence  therefrom ; 10  cases  were 
under  Guardianship  as  compared  with  8 in  1946,  while  42  cases 
were  under  Statutory  Supervision  compared  with  28  cases  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  Home  Teacher  paid  959  visits  during  the  year. 

The  scheme  for  the  adaptation  of  Riversfield,  St.  Neots,  as  a 
Home  for  low  grade  Mental  Defective  Children,  approved  by  the 
County  Council  the  previous  year  made  but  only  slow  progress. 
By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  not  only  had  the  plans  and  lay- 
out been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Control  but  tenders  had  been 
received  and  considered  and  contracts  signed. 
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Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  the  31st  December, 
1947  : — 


Number  of  Mental  Defectives  ascertained  to 

be  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” Male 

Under  " Order  " 

In  Institutions  (excluding  cases  on 
Licence) — Under  16  years  of  age  ...  1 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  11 

On  Licence  from  Institutions — - 

Under  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  — 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  ...  2 

Under  Guardianship  (including  cases 
on  Licence) — Under  16  years  of  age  — 
Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  3 

In  f<r  Places  of  Safety  — 

Under  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  — 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  ...  — 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  ...  ...  27 

Of  whom,  awaiting  removal  to  an 
Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Action  not  yet  taken  under  any  one  of  the 

above  headings  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  mental  defectives  not  at  present 
“ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” but  for 
whom  the  Local  Authority  may  subse- 
quently become  liable  ...  ...  1 

Of  whom,  number  under  Voluntary 
Supervision  ...  ...  ...  1 


Female  T otal 


— 1 
12  23 


1 3 

1 1 

6 9 


15  42 

1 9 

3 11 


1 2 
1 2 


GENERAL  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE 

COUNTY 

Water,  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Little  progress  generally  has  been  made  in  the  schemes  for 
the  provision  of  piped  water  supplies  except  in  one  district  where 
a scheme  to  provide  supplies  to  eleven  parishes  has  progressed,  and 
mains  have  been  laid  and  tested  in  some  of  these  villages.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  cart  supplies  of  drinking  water  to  several  rural 
communities. 


Four  sewerage  schemes  were  in  course  of  preparation,  but 
here  again  only  slow  progress  can  be  recorded.  In  a number  of 
districts  there  is  an  urgent  necessity  for  the  provision  of  efficient 
drainage  and  sewerage  disposal  systems  especially  in  the  larger 
villages  served  by  mains  water. 
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Housing 

The  overcrowding  situation  still  remains  a problem  but  is 
gradually  being  overcome  by  the  provision  of  new  houses.  Records 
show  that  during  the  year  225  Permanent  and  32  Temporary 
Houses  were  completed  by  the  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils. 
The  majority  of  the  permanent  houses  are  either  3 or  4 bedroomed 
types.  In  addition  31  families  were  accommodated  in  a vacated 
Militia  Camp  managed  by  a District  Council  as  agent  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  179  Permanent  and  42  Airey  houses 
were  under  construction  and  there  were  further  plans  for  156 
Permanent  and  16  Airey  houses. 

During  the  year  a further  1,197  houses  were  inspected  and 
recorded  in  connection  with  the  rural  housing  survey. 

SOCIAL  WELFARE 

Miss  J.  B.  Gaselee,  the  County  Social  Welfare  Officer,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

The  Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother  and  her  Child 

“ There  were  thirty  new  cases  referred  during  the  course  of 
the  year.  Arrangements  were  made  for  five  girls  to  go  to  a volun- 
tary Maternity  Home  to  have  their  babies.  The  average  length 
of  stay  in  such  Homes  is  four  months.  Two  of  the  girls  were  after- 
wards found  places  in  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  where  they  could 
go  out  to  work..  Arrangements  were  made  for  five  of  the  children 
to  be  placed  in  nurseries  or  foster-homes,  and  for  five  others  to  be 
adopted.  Advice  concerning  affiliation  or  financial  help  from  the 
father  was  given  to  three  girls  and  in  two  cases  the  putative  father 
was  interviewed  personally.  Two  girls  who  had  received  help  over 
a considerable  period  got  married  during  the  year.  One  was  found 
a job  with  her  baby.  The  last  remaining  evacuee  in  Riverlea 
Nursery  who  was  also  illegitimate  was  admitted  to  one  of  Dr. 
Barnado’s  Homes  since  his  mother  was  unable  to  resume  care  of 
him.  I worked  in  co-operation  with  the  Diocesan  Worker  in  four 
of  these  cases. 

Social  Welfare 

“ Ninety-one  new  cases  were  referred  during  the  course  of  the 
year.  Nineteen  concerned  the  problems  of  adolescents,  of  whom 
three  were  on  licence  from  an  Approved  School  which  had 
requested  that  supervision  should  be  exercised.  One  girl  who  had 
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been  pilfering  was  found  a vacancy  at  a Domestic  Training  Home 
where  she  is  making  good  progress.  There  were  thirty  family 
problems  where  the  separation  of  husband  and  wife,  lack  of 
accommodation,  poverty  or  illness  were  causing  difficulties  of  one 
sort  or  another.  Since  illegitimacy  is  not  an  isolated  problem  but 
closely  linked  with  social  conditions  and  the  welfare  of  the 
adolescents,  both  the  above  categories  must  be  the  concern  of 
anyone  who  is  attempting  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  the  un- 
married mother  and  her  child.  The  twelve  people  who  asked  for 
advice  about  fostering  or  adopting  children  were  associated  with 
the  same  problem  from  another  angle. 

44  There  were  eleven  miscellaneous  cases,  four  of  them  con- 
cerning old  people,  and  nineteen  which  dealt  with  the  welfare  of 
children.” 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Captain  W.  K.  Townson,  Inspector  under  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Acts  and  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders,  reports  as 
follows : — 

“ I herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December, 
1947,  the  number  of  designated  herds  in  the  County  of  Huntingdon 
being  80  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  33 

Accredited  ...  ...  ...  47 

44  The  total  number  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year 
and  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination  was  493  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  171 

Accredited  ...  ...  ...  302 

Milk  from  Schools  ...  ...  20 

44  I regret  to  note  that  schools  are  not  yet  supplied  with 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  although  there  is  a large  quantity  of  milk 
of  this  designation  produced  in  the  County. 

44  The  conditions  of  dairies  and  cowsheds,  with  few  exceptions, 
are  generally  satisfactory  throughout  the  County. 

44  There  have  been  numerous  applications  for  advice  on  the 
construction  of  dairies  and  cowsheds, 
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“ During  the  period  under  review  19  bulk  samples  of  milk 
have  been  taken  and  submitted  for  Biological  Test  for  tuberculosis, 
in  2 of  which  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  to  be  present.  The 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  were  immediately  notified 
of  these  cases. 

Meat  and  Canned  Foods,  Etc. 

“ The  undermentioned  meat  and  canned  foods,  etc.,  have  been 
condemned  by  your  Officer  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

1,735  lbs  Meat  (Imported  and  home-killed). 

113  cans  of  meat,  fish,  vegetables,  fruit  and  milk  (various 
sizes). 

203  lbs.  fresh  fish. 

“ I think  that  much  more  could  be  done  with  regard  to  the 
cleanliness  of  transport  and  handling  of  meat. 

“It  is  very  necessary  that  personal  cleanliness  should  be  care- 
fully observed  in  the  handling  of  food,  protection  from  flies,  etc.” 

Regular  inspections  of  carcases  have  been  carried  out  at  the 
St.  Ives  Public  Abattoir. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  and  con- 
demnations : — 

ANIMALS  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED,  1947. 


No. 

Killed 

CONDEMNATIONS 

No.  of 
Whole 
Carcases 

Weight  of 
Whole 
Carcases 

Weight  of 
Parts  and 
Organs 

Total 

Weight 

Cattle 

824 

10 

4967 

6452 

11419 

Calves 

117 

1 

180 

10 

190 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

1947 

4 

212 

249 

461 

Pigs 

685 

9 

1608 

437 

2045 

Total  

3573 

24 

6967 

7148 

14115 

Total  Animals  Killed  : 3573. 

Total  Meat  Condemned  : 6 tons,  18  cwt.,  3 qtr.,  1 st.,  5 lbs. 

22  Drowned  Sheep  weight  1,444  lbs.  were  also  condemned. 
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Mr.  A.  E.  James,  Chief  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  reports  as  follows  : — 

Milk 

44  220  samples  were  procured,  41,  or  18  per  cent.,  of  which 
were  below  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations. 

“ Many  of  the  inferior  samples  were  only  slightly  deficient 
in  milk-fat,  due,  possibly  to  the  abnormally  dry  summer. 

“ 4 Appeal  to  cow  ’ samples  were  taken  when  samples  were 
found  to  be  seriously  deficient  in  milk-fat.  17  such  samples  were 
taken,  7 of  which  were  found  to  be  below  the  standard  for  the 
milk-fat. 


44  Proceedings  were  taken  in  four  cases,  details  of  which  are 
given  below  : — 


1.  21.33%  deficient  in  fat. 


2. 

3. 

4. 


5.66%,  16.98%,  15.09% 
Added  Water. 

46.0%  deficient  in  fat. 
11.32%  Added  Water. 


Dismissed  under  Probation  of 
Offenders  Act. 

Fined  £1  in  each  case. 

Fined  £5.  Costs  £2  12s.  6d. 
Fined  £5.  Costs '£3  3s.  Od. 


Pasteurised  Milk 

44  21  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  have  been  taken,  19  of  which 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  One  sample  failed  to  pass  the 
phosphatase  test,  and  one  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

44  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food. 


Premises  used  for  the  preparation  or  sale 
of  Foodstuffs 

44  Some  considerable  time  has  been  spent  on  the  inspection  of 
those  premises  liable  to  inspection  in  the  Districts  where  powers 
have  been  delegated  to  the  County  Council,  viz.  : The  Boroughs  of 
Huntingdon,  Godmanchester  and  St.  Ives,  and  the  Rural  District 
of  Norman  Cross. 

44  Application  for  registration  of  premises  was  not  granted 
in  one  instance,  as  they  were  not  considered  suitable  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice-cream, 
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“ In  other  cases  where  premises  were  found  to  be  unsatis- 
factory suggestions  for  improvement  were  carried  out. 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs 

“ 111  Samples  were  procured,  9 of  which  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory. 

“ 6 Samples  of  Soft  Drinks,  all  made  by  the  same  manu- 
facturers, were  found  to  be  low  in  sugar  content,  and  as  this  was 
an  infringement  of  a Food  Order  the  matter  was  reported  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  who,  after  a long  delay,  decided  that  they  would 
caution  the  offender. 

“ Table  Cream,  Jelly  Dessert,  and  Curry  Powder  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory,  but  not  to  a degree  to  warrant  further  action. 

“ All  other  samples  were  Genuine. 

“ Details  of  all  the  samples  procured  are  given  in  the  table.” 
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Number  of  Samples  of  each 

Total  Number  of  Genuine  Samples  article  regarded  as  Adulterated, 

lumber  taken  below  standard  or  otherwise  not 
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Carried  forzuard  298  209  I 39  248 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  SURGEON’S  CLINICS,  1947. 
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NOTE— S.E.— Secondary  Education  ; P.E.—  Primary  Education;  M.  & C.W.— Pre-school  cases  ; T.B.— ' Tuberculosis 

cases  ; P.H. — Other  Adults  ; P.A. — Public  Assistance. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  SISTER’S  CLINICS,  1947. 
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